Transferable nil rate band

Record of use of the nil rate band for IHT purposes

In this record, the terms ’married‘ and ’widowed‘ include being a member of a registered civil partnership and still being such a member when the civil partner died. The purpose of this record is to show whether a deceased spouse or civil partner made transfers that used all or any part of the nil rate band for inheritance tax that was available at death.

Part 1: Your relationship to the deceased person(s)

Have you been married?

If so, how many times?

Did your marriage end only on 

the death of your spouse?

If so, state the date your spouse died.

If you have been widowed more than 

once, state the date that each spouse died.

Part 2: Details of transfers and of the nil rate band available

If you know it, state the amount of 

the nil rate band when your spouse

died (or when each spouse died).

Do you have a copy of the will that 

your spouse made?

Was that will (if any) varied within 

two years of death? 

If so, do you have a copy?

Did your spouse leave all his estate to you?

If not, state the value given by your 

late spouse to others, and specify if 

any was left exempt (for example, to charity).

Did your spouse make gifts to others 

in the seven years before death?

If so, state the amount given and to 

whom (again noting any gifts that 

were exempt for any reason).

Part 3:
Checklist of documents that may be required for each claim to transfer the nil rate band (ie one claim for each deceased spouse of the survivor)

Death certificate of deceased spouse (‘DS’)

Copy of the marriage certificate

Copy of the grant or representation (confirmation in Scotland) to the estate of the DS. 

Copy of DS’s will (if there is one)

Details of how the estate of DS passed (if there was no will)

Copy of any instrument varying DS’s will

Copy IHT200 (or equivalent return under CTT or estate duty)

Any other documentary evidence in support of the claim. This might be, for example: 

· a copy of form IHT200, IHT205 (C5 in Scotland) and accounts of the administration of the estate of DS);

· asset valuations (if any), e.g. of assets that passed under the will or intestacy other than to you, or any jointly owned assets, assets held in trust and gifts made in the 7 years before death;

· evidence to support the availability of any IHT relief (e.g. business or agricultural property relief), where the assets in question passed to someone other than you.  



















